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THE publication of the following diſcourſe 
originates in the requeſt of the Diſſenting Congre- 
gregation, at Hammerſmith, to whom it was 
preached on the late Faſt Day. It was thought, 
that the manner in which the abel was treated, 
might tend, in the little circle, in which the 
Sermon is likely to be read, to counteraf the miſ- 
repreſentations, which it has become faſhionable to 
make, of ſome diſſcenting principles, and eſpecially 
fo advance the great moral and religious purpoſes 
of a day of humiliation. With this affectianate 
requeſt, thus judiciouſly ſupported, the author has 
complied, And be begs the Congregation at 
Hammer ſinith, and that at Salter s Hall, be- 
tween whom his labours are divided, to accept this 
Plain diſcourſe, as a ſincere expreſſion of his af= 
fection and eſteem. 


Hammerſmith, April 22, 1793- 


| 


5 THE 
REASONABLENESS 
OF 


NATIONAL HUMILIATION. 


JOEL, ji. 12, 13, 14. 


THEREFORE ALSO Now, SAITH THE LORD, TURN YE EVEN 
TO ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH FASTING, 
AND WITH WEEPING, AND WITH MOURNING. AND REND 
YOUR HEART, AND NOT YOUR GARMENTS, AND TURN 
UNTO THE LORD YOUR GOD: FOR HE Is GRACIOUS AND 
MERCIFUL, SLOW TO ANGER, AND OF GREAT KINDNESS N 
AND REPENTETH. HIM OF THE EVIL. WHO KNOWETH N 

- HE WILL RETURN AND REPENT, AND LEAVE A BLESSING 
BEHIND HIM 3 


\HESE . words were addreſſed by 

the prophet Joel in the name of God 

to the people of Judah, in-conſequence of 2 
very terrible famine, occaſioned principally by 
a ptodigious flight of locuſts, which had con- 
ſumed almoſt all the produce of the land, 


The kaered hiſtory oy us no aſſiſtance in de- 
termining 


F 
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termining the time when this calamity took 
place. It appears however from this prophe- 
cy, to have been an evil of large extent, and 
the conſequences of which might reaſonably 
have been expected, to be fatal, The imagery 
uſed by the prophet to deſcribe this fearful 
devaſtation, is extremely grand and majeſtic. 
It has indeed been thought, that the ſublimity 
of the language is unſuitable to the occaſion, 
and that a deſcription of inſects, coming upon a 
nation as if in battle array, and ſpreading deſo- 
lation wherever they appear, is adapted to ex- 
cite ridicule rather than ſolemnity. Thoſe 
however who have travelled in the eaſtern 
parts of the world, have given us very awful 
confirmations of the propriety of this account. 
The locuſts, they tell us,. colle& together in 
ſuch large numbers, as actually to darken the 


ſun. They devour not only the leſſer kind of 


vegetables, but the vine, the fig- tree, the 
pomegranate, the palm, and the apple-tree. 
They enter the houſes and the bed-chambers. 
And all the attempts made to ſtop their pro- 


greſs generally prove ineffectual. So juſtly | 


were they compared by the prophet to a great 
army, and fo elegantly does he remark, that 
« the land is as FR garden of Eden before 
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them, beautiful and flouriſhing; * and FOE: 
hind them,” ſo entire is the devaſtation they 
occaſion, ** a deſolate wilderneſs.“ This is 
the account given by Dr. Shaw,+ whoſe 
Travels through ſeveral parts of Barbary and | 
the Levant,” are well worthy the moſt diligent 
attention of all who are deſirous of underſtand- 
ing the cuſtems and hiſtory of the eaſtern 

world, ſo frequently alluded to in ſcripture. 
On occaſion of this terrible calamity, the 
prophet Joel, commiſſioned by God himſelf, 
ſummoned the attention of the people to their 
duty, and reminded them, that as this griev- 
ous affliction came on them by the hand of 
God, their buſineſs was to bow in ſubmiſſion 
to the divine chaſtiſement, to humble them- 
ſelves under it, and to turn to him, whoſe 
diſpleaſure their former fins had moſt: juſtly 
provoked. He peculiarly enjoined on them 
faſting and humiliation, as very ſuitable to 
their afflicted condition, and the probable 
means of reſcuing them, with the divine bleſ- 
ſing, from the continuance of this dreadful 
curſe. ©* Who knoweth, if the Lord will 
return * repent, and leave a bleſſing behind 
him, 


9 verſe I + Shaw's Travels, Page 187. 


1 
him, even a meat- offering, and a drink - 
offering in the houſe of our God? By the 
famine, the fruits of the earth, which con- 
ſtituted the meat - offering preſented to God, 
and the olive and the vine which yielded the 
drink- offering, were nearly deſtroyed. But 
the prophet ſuggeſts the probability, that even 
yet penitence and prayer might be the means 
of preſerving the bleſſin g. which ſeemed OP 
to vaniſh. + 
Leaving howirter the hiſtory. and. the pe- 
culiar cireumſtances of the Jewiſh nation, I 
mean to confider the text as an addreſs to our- 
ſelves. The Lord God is by his providenee 
calling on us, the inhabitants of Britain, to be 
humbled before him. And reſpecting public 
as well as private calamities, it becomes us to 
<< hear the rod, and conſider who hath 
appointed it. * 

Allow me then your very ſerious attention, 
while I endeavour to point out to you 

I. Some of the preſent exiſting - cauſes of 
National Humiliation. 

II. The nature of the duty itſelf ; and  / 

III. * encouragements, by which we 

5 ſhould 


* Micah. vi. 9. 


64 
ſhould. be ſtimulated to the obſervance of it. 
IJ. We ate to conſider ſome of the preſent 


exiſting cauſes of National Humiliation. 

At our entrance on this part of the ſubiect, 
I muſt beg leave to obſerve; that as we are aſ- 
ſembled in this placę to-day purely for religious 
purpoſes, the diſcuſſion of political enquiries 
would be manifeſtly unſuitable and improper; 
And as the preſent unhappy contentions arg 
viewed in lights ſo totally different by various 


individuals, a chriftian preacher muſt be little 


ſenſible of the nature of his office, who can 
ſuffer himſelf to embitter by needleſs political 
cggtrovęrſjes the ſocial deyotion of a worſhip= 
ping aſſemhly. I mean only: to ſtate in the 
moſt general manner à few. circumſtances, 
which in the opinion of the wiſe and good of 
all parties, afford Jul We fan e 
befor God. 

Var ought certainly to. be 1 as 2 
great calamity to a nation. If oppreſſion or 
invaſion at any time render it neceſſary, it is 
ſtill a nęceſſary evil, and loudly calls for hu- 
miliation before God. The uncertainty of 
battle is very great. The moſt powerful, and 
the beſt diſciplined troops have in many caſes 
fallen before an enemy unſkilled in the horrid 

B art 
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art of human maſſacre. Should the arms of 
Britain, in the preſent conteſts, obtain all the 
ſucceſs, which the warmeſt friend of the war 
now depending can deſire, how many of our 
countrymen muſt bleed ! Scarcely ever has a 
victory been gained without conſiderable loſs on 
the ſide of the conqueror. And as to the un- 
happy and infatuated nation, with whom we 
are in a ſtate of hoſtility, what heart can be 
fo wrapt up in the narrow limits of its own 
country, as to forbear ſhuddering at the tre- 
mondous effuſion of human blood, which has 
embrued her plains, and polluted her cities! 
Conſider again the tendency of war to im- 
poveriſh the nations engaged in it. Think, 
what an interruption it occaſions to that 
friendly intercourſe between neighbouring 
countries, which could not but be productive 
of many mutual benefits. Reflect, what a 
damp it caſts on the arts of peace, the inge- 
nuity of the manufacturer, and the labour of 
the huſbandman. Conſider, what an enemy 
it is to civiliſed manners; actually returning 
us many ſad ſteps backwards, towards the 
barbariſm of the dark ages. Above all con- 
ſider, what a bar it places againſt the circula. 
tion of- religious ru and the diffuſion 


of 


( a: } 

of unfeigned piety. Viewing theſe deplorable 
effects of the devouring ſword, you cannot 
but mourn to think, that your country, dear 
to you by many tender ties, ſhould be engaged 
in war. And in whatever human cauſes it 
has originated, its exiſtence will be deemed 
by every ſerious chriſtian a powerful reaſon 
for humiliation before God. ' 

We have indeed great cauſe for thankful- 
neſs, that our country is not the ſeat of war ; 
that our fields are not ſpoiled of their produce 
by invaders ; that the labours of the huſband- 
man are not ſuſpended ; and that we are ſaved 
from the evils of famine, which is a calamity 
of ſo dreadful a nature, whether it come on us 
by the hand of enemies, or by the immediate 
viſitation of heaven, that exemption from it 
cannot be too highly prized. Nor can we 
forbear mingling a tear of ſympathy with thoſe 
** whoſe meat is cut off before their eyes, 
whoſe ſeed is rotten under their clods, whoſe 
garners are laid deſolate, whoſe beaſts groan, 
becauſe they have no paſture.. And permit 
me to. obſerve, that to bring a country into 
this deſolate fituation, it is not neceſlary far 
. | B 2 enemies 


Joel i. 26, 17, 18. 
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efcinics to imvade, or for ſwarms of peſtilen- 
tial inſects to darken the air. Let but the 
bleſſing of genial rain be withheld, and the 
heaven over our head fhall be braſs, and the 
earth that is under us ſhall be iron“; no 
moiſtare from above ; no fruitfulneſs from be- 
neath. Let again the windows of heaven 
be openedÞ ;” let a few weeks of inceſſant 
Fain be experienced; and the produce of the 
earth is deſtroyed,” and the miſeries of famine 
enſue. Call to remembrance: the long con- 
tinned rains of the laſt ſummer; think what 
brops, fair and promiſing, were totally loft, 
and how many others were wonderfully pre- 
ſerved; and be humbled under the chaſtening 
rod of the Almighty, and thankful, that in“ 
the midſt of : wrath he remembered mercyſ. 
Look alſo to the ſtate of our commerce. I 
am neither competent nor difpoſed to dwell 
long on this'article. But can any one without 
deep concern, ſurvey the long catalogues of 
bankruptcies which have of late ſwelled our 
public prints, and ſpread the gloom of diſ- 


appointment and dejection through the moſt 


reſpectable families? Is it not generally ad- 
8 8 3 mitted, 


Deut. xxviii. 23. + Gen, vii; 11. f Habak, ili. 2. 
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mitted, that long encreaſing proſperity has 
encouraged an improper extenſion of credit, 
which has proved the ruin of thouſands? And 
if at any time theſe ſad inſtances of mutability 
are found among the profeſſors of the gofpel, 
how muſt the friends of religion be 'grieved? 
Wherever this is the caſe; not only are indi- 
viduals ſunk in the public opinion, for an im- 
prudence which cannot be juſtiſied, from cre- 
dit into diſgrace; but the cauſe of religion it. 
ſelf receives a wound which it is hard to heal. 

And this leads me to the conſideration; on 


which I feel it my duty more particularly to 
_ dwell; I mean, the. moral and religious cbarute 


of our country. I wiſh not to render myſelf 
liable to the cenſure, which Solomon very pro- 
perly caſt on thoſe, who are always petulantly 
complaining, that the former days were better 
than theſe.*” No. It muſt be confeſſed, and 
ſhould be acknowledged with grateful pleaſure, 
that there is much in the preſent age, much 
in the moral ſtate of our country wWhieh imerits 
praiſe. The ſavage cruelty which obſcured 
the reigns of many of our moſt famous mo- 
narchs is exchanged for liberal and gentle 
Ua e manners. 


( 24 ) 


manners. Even the horrid term of natural 


enemies, which within the memory of moſt of 


us was commonly applied to the inhabitants 
of neighbouring nations, is grown obſolete, 
Nor is it poſſible to reflect without pleaſure 
on the general wiſh which was formed, I 
traſt not wholly without ſucceſs, by a large 
majority of our countrymen, and conveyed to 
the Britiſh ſenate, for obtaining an abolition 
of that truly unnatural traffic in human blood, 
which has long diſgraced the moſt civiliſed 
governments in Europe. For acts of benefi- 
cence too our country has long and juſtly been 
celebrated. Foreigners gaze with wonder and 
with pleaſure at our hoſpitals, our infirmaries, 
our houſes of induſtry, our public buildings 
conſecrated to virtuous and charitable educa - 
tion. And where the glare of public charity 
appears not, the relief which indigence is 
ſure to meet, the means appropriated through 
the kingdom to the welfare of the poor, the 
excellent modern inftitution of Sunday ſchools, 
growing in magnitude and in uſefulneſs with 
every. revolving year, are unequiyocal proofs, 
that our country deſerves priſe. | 
Public virtue likewiſe is certainly in a more 
exalted ſtate, than it was formerly. The diſ- 
59 2p Res: 
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( 15 ) 
ſolute manners of the age of Charles II. would 
terrify us. And it ſhould be remembered with 
gratitude to providence, that we have a Sove- 
reign, whoſe amiable and exemplary conduct 
has had great influence in curbing thoſe vices 
which would otherwiſe, it is Fe have 
— our nation. 

The rights of conſcience alſo in matters of 
religion are better underſtood, than they have 
been atanyformer period. Among the more en- 
lightened members of the community, a man 
ſuffers no diminution of confidence or reſpe&; 
becauſe his faith or his mode of worſhip differ 
from thoſe which are peculiarly ſanctioned by 
Government“. And the moſt pleaſing conſi- 
deration of all is, that many in various deno- 
minations of Chriſtians are Us impreſſed 
with * piety. 
But 

e This refers to the general ſpirit of the times; though it 
muſt be confeſſed, that the modern hiſtory of Britain affords 
one ſtriking exception. The Proteſtant Diſſenters, not- 
withſtanding repeated applications to the legiſlature, continus 
to lie under the opprobium of penal ſtatutes, which diſqualify 
them for an eligibility to various departments, in which they 
might be uſeful to their country: and this, while they have 
always as a. body, declared and proved themſelves, fir 
ſriends to the great principles of liberty and order, on which 
the Britiſh conſtitution is founded. 


| 


( 16 ) 
But after having made theſc pleaſing ac; 
 knowledgements; what ſhall we, what muſt we 
" fay, if we faithfully and impartially examine 

e moral portrait of our country? ? 

Are not the diſſi pated manners, which a- 
bandd 0 the higher ranks of ſociety, and the 
fraud and treachery which diſgrace the middle 
and inferior claſſes, ſtriking features. of our 
national character? Have we not aften ſeen 
the wealthy and powerful, :trample on the 
rights of the poor and needy? And has not 
a ſpitit af violent ambition ſometimes ſtimu- 
lated the lower branches of the community to 
unjuſtiſtable depradations on the property, tha 
dia APE; OT 
_ 

: "Gaming is a vice which as A c 
greſs among us. And the profligacy and debau- 
chery with which it is uſually attended or fol- 
lowed, are carried in many parts of the king- 
dom, eſpecially in. the metropolis, to a moſt 
ſcandalous exceſs. From which of theſe: fins, 
occaſioned by the abuſe of a long ſeries of na- 
tional proſperity, | are we free Me | 
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which continually. wound the cars and the 
eyes of the ſerious Sem The awful and 
: ' venerable 


(en. 
venerable name of God is ſcandalouſly per- 


verted to the vileſt of purpoſes; and the day 


which he has commanded to be ſet apart for 
himſelf, is conſecrated to amuſement and re- 


creation. : 
Infidelity has not indeed as a ſyſtem made ſo 7 
rapid a progreſs in this country, as it has in 
others, particularly in France ; and that for 
this plain reaſon, that the ideas of Chriſtianity 
taught by the eſtabliſhment of this country, are 
freed from many of thoſe incumbrances which 
are annexed to it by popery, But though in- 
fidelity is not ſo openly profeſſed among us, as 
in ſome other parts of Europe, there are 
two prominent features of the preſent times, 
which unitedly tend to promote the ſpread of 
zit. The one is the attempt which has been, 
made by. ſome of thoſe, who have given them 
ſelves the title of rational Chriſtians, to the 
excluſion of others, to diminiſh the authority, 
of revelation, while they admit many of its. 
leading facts. And the other is/ the general 
diſregard to religion as A practical (yſiem, 3 
which in too many inſtances connects. itlelk 
with great apparent zeal far its facts and dodrines.. 
If the former of theſe has ſlain its thouſands ; 
the latter is daily ſubduing its ten thou-., . * 
C fands. 
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618 
ſands. Falle ideas of the authority of revela- 
tion gradually tend to the ſubverſion of the 
truth. But to turn it into a mere theatre of 
controverſy, is. in fact to affert, that it is triffing 


and unimportant, by no means anſwering to 
its pretended claims, and e neither 


19 


ttue nor divine. 
Religion has ſeldom been made ths object 


of enquiry and converſation, more than at pre. 


ſent. Conſiderable advantage will f doubt not, 


ariſe to the cauſe of trütk, from "free dif- 


cuffion. It will bear the itlett: inveſtigation, 
and will "richly" recompence it. But in the 


mean time, the danger conſiſts in Teſting ta- 


tisfled with ſpeculation, to the neglect of prac- 


tice. "How many ſpeculative Chriſtiaus are 
there, who are totally inattentiye to the means 
_of'r piety, and the religion of the heart! Glo- 
rying'in the name of rational believers, they 


prove their own faith irrational, by its want of 
energy on the heart and conguet. Even where 
the character is free from thoſe blemithes, 
which excite general diſguſt, how {cldoin do 
we fee that genuine unaffected piety, which 
does honour t to the principles that produee it! 

Aud if we look to profeflors themſelyes ; | 


Yea, if we limit the enquiry” within the boun- 


daries 


"I 

daries of our Proteſtant Diſſenting chürches; 
where is the faith, che devotion, the zeat, 
the Chriſtian friendſhip, which rendered the 
primitive nonconformĩſts objects of admiration 
and envy to a ſurrounding world Are we who 
ſuſtain the miniſterial office ſo careful to furniſh 
our minds with uſeful knowledge, 16 faithful 
to God, to the Redeemer, and to the fouls of 
men as our forefathers were? The names and 
the labours of Owen and Baxter, of Flavel and | 
How, of Manton and Henry, may well Alt 
many of us with thame and confuſion, © * 

But however culpable we may be, think not 
that dur blemithes will form a ſifficient apo- 
logy for that fatal torpor feſpecting religion, 
which has pervaded dur aſſemblies. Diſſenters 


have loſt their true dignity as well as in many 


places their numbers, by neglecting that plain 
command of an inſpired Apoſtle, Be not 
conformed to this world.“ Whether teligi- 
ous retirement. be regarded with the con- 
ſtancy and the ſeriouſneſs which it demands, 
and with which it was formerly treated, I am 
not qualified to judge. In this important bu- 
fineſs, no one is authoriſed to judge his bro- 


ther 


* Rom. xii. 2. 
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| ( 20 ) 
ther; but every one muſt bear his own bur- 
then.”* But a very little acquaintance with 


the religious world will convince us, that in a 


regard to family religion there has been a me- 


lancholy defection. In the laſt age, a diſſenting 


houſhold without conſtant family-prayer was a 
thing ſcarcely known. Regularly as the morn- 


ing and the evening returned, the ſacrifice of 
humble devotion graced the domeſtic altar. 


But now—Alas! «© How is the gold become 


dim! how is the moſt fine gold changed! 


The religion of too many of our reſpectable fa- 
milies ſeems confined within the hours of the 
ſabbath, and the walls of the ſanctuary. As 
the conſequence of this melancholy defection, 
it cannot be matter of ſurpriſe, if the younger 
branches of ſuch houſholds ſhould entirely 
forſake the ſerious principles which their pa- 


rents ſo, coldly recommend. 


But I muſt not quit this ſad part of the 


ſubject, without calling on each one of you to 


look within his own heart, and examine whe- 
ther there be not much amiſs there; whether 


it be not ſubjected to many ſecret tranſgreſ- 


fons, 


| 
Gal. vi. 5, + Lament, ir. be 
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1. 
ſions, which eſcape the detection of the world. 
It was a mournful picture of the times in 
which he lived, that the prophet Jeremiah 
drew, when he bore this affecting teſtimony. of 
aggravated depravity ; ** No man repented him 
of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I done? 

And now, if ſuch be the political, the com- 
mercial, and the moral ſtate of our country; 
if there be ſo much ſin in the world, and ſo 
much lukewarmneſs in the church, ſo little 
piety in families, and ſo many tranſgreſſions 
hid within the heart; let conſcience judge, 
whether there be not abundant cauſe for gene- 
ral humiliation before God. 

Poſſeſſing ſuch juſt and affe@iog 8 for 
humiliation, we ſhall, if duly ſenſible of our. 
circumſtances, be prepared to conſider 

II. The nature of the duty required of us. 

This is largely inſiſted on in the text. I 
ſhall only remind you of a few particulars. 
which it ſuggeſts, tending: to, ſhew you what 
that humiliation is, -which-a deep conſciouſ- 
neſs of great national guilt demands... 70 
N Ts Iſt. Humi- 


* Jer, vii. 5. 
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ft. Humikation, in order to be 4eceptable 
and profitable, muſt be fincere- Turn ye 
even te me witli all your heart. Rend 
you? heart and not you garrnents. * 
moſt pompous religious © ſervices; aſſemblies 
clothed in ſackelbth, mourners proſtrate th 
their cloſets, a nation abſtaining from food; 
theſe marks of humiliation are all in vain, if 
unaceompanied with the heart. If under & 
deep ſenſe of the evils mentioned in the for- 
mer part of this diſcourſe; we truly and peni- 
tentially humble ourſelves before God, it will 
be well. But without fincetity, the tribute of 
this day will be <a vain oblation” in the eyes 
* of him, who * defiteth truth in the inward 
parts. Even the ſervices of the Jewiſh 
temple, inſtituted by the authority of God, 
were an abomination in his fight, unleſs ac- 
companied with the offering of a broken heart, 
and a contrite ſpirit, | Hence it follows, ' 
"22My: That humiliation is a perſonal duty. 
Each individual ſhould be confcious of his 
own particular offences, and of the part he has 
had, in procuring national calamities. It is 
to no purpoſe that we diſcover and mourn over 


* Pſalm li. 6, 
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publio tranſgreſſion, and unite in plans far ſub- 
duing it, if we do not begin at home. In the 
hiſtory of the repairs of the wall of Jerufalem 
we read of » ſeveral perſons, Who #4 repaired 
over againſt their hauſes*.” Had all ſituated 
by the wall followed theſe examples, it would 
ſoon have been compleated. From this little 
circumftance; - which the pen of inſpiration 
hath thought fit to record, let us learn an in- 
ſtructiue moral leſſan. The ſin of a nation is 
compoſed of the. fins of individuals. Sa far as 
our offenges contribute to; the general maſa, 
we are furely-accountable- for the confequences.. 
ſin from himſelf, and from his tabernacle; If 
all who attend the worſhip: of God this day 
in different religious. affemblies, were to re- 
tire from the ſanctuary to their cloſets,” to; 
humble themfelves before God, to implore 
his grace to enable them to fubdue the ſins of 
their hearts and lives, and then to return to 
their reſpective engagements in the world, 
with a roſolution, that virtuous and religious 
principles ſhould govern their conduct; the 
work would be in a great meaſure accom- 

pliſhed, 


* Neh. iii. IO, 23, 28, 29» | 1 4 


( 24 ) 
Thus may the moſt obſcure' chriſ- 
tian be in the higheſt ſenſe beneficial to a 
country. 


pliſhed. 


dly. Huniiliation ſhould be accompanied 
with fuitable expreſſions. Religion, it is 
true, conſiſts not in theſe—But as long as we 
are in the body, an attention to ** outward 
and viſible-figns””. of the diſpoſitions it requires, 
provided they be agreeable to the divine com- 
mands, is very natural, and highly : advan- 
tageous. Turn ye to me, ſaid the great 
God to his ancient people in the text, <4 with 


fafting, and with weeping, and with mourn- 


ing.” Religious faſts were frequently enjoined 
on the Jews under the former diſpenſation. 


But they were not meant to be limited to 


them. In that admirable compendium of 


practical religion, with which our Lord Jeſus, 
Chriſt opened his miniſtry, he gave particular 
guarding his diſ- 


directions reſpecting faſts ; 
ciples againſt oſtentation in the obſervance of 
them, but plainly giving them his ſanction as 


duties. On another preſcribed occaſion he ex- 
preſsly told them, that however improper faſt- 


180 __ be, - while they were bleſſed with his 


Projepce, | 


- Matt, vi. =" 17. 18. 
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preſence, e the days would come, when he 
ſhould be taken from them, and then they 
ſhould faſt. If we look into the hiſtory of 
the church after the aſcenſion of our Lord, we 
ſhall find that on many folemn occaſions, and 
eſpecially when miniſters were ſeparated to 
their important office, this rule was obſerved.. 
When Barnabas and Saul were commiſſioned to 
preach the goſpel to the Gentiles, the teachers 
of the church at Antioch, by the divine eom- 
mand, ** faſted, and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them.” Abſtinence from food, if it 
be not carried to ſuch an extent, as to injure 

health, and to incapacitate us for devotional 

exerciſes, or conſidered as a meritorious ſubſti- 

tute for prayer and repentance, is a very natu- 

ral, and indeed appears to me, a divinely ap- 

pointed token of humiliation of ſoul. 

It ſhould however be joined to ſuitable ex- 
rciſes of devotion, which are to be regarded 
as the chief employment of a faſt day. If the 
occaſion of the faſt be of a public nature, it is 
ighly reaſonable, that they ſhould be princi- 
pally of a ſocial kind. Our pious forefathers, 
he primitive nonconformiſts, were accuſtomed 
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religious intereſts, is a moſt affecting and edi- 
fying ſight. 

The improving and beneficial tendency of 
ſuch days as theſe, when properly conducted, 
cannot, I ſhould think, in a ſerious mind, ad- 
mit of a moment's diſpute. Nor is the regard 
which Proteſtant Diſſenters think it proper to 
pay to a day appointed for general humiliation 
to be conſidered by any means, as a violation 
of their principles. They do indeed judge it 
neceſſary, reſpectfully and decently to proteſt 
againſt the authority of the civil magiſtrate in 
matters of religion. While in all civil con- 
cerns, they eſteem it their duty to be ſubject 
to the higher powers, to * honour the 
King,” 1 ** and to render unto Cæſar the 
things which are Cæſar's; I religion com- 
mands them to ©* render unto God, the things 
which are God's,” and authoriſes them to 
preſs this appeal on the conſciences of thoſe 
from whom they diſſent, Whether it be 
right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto 
men more than unto God, judge ye. 8 But 
if there be great evil in the midſt of us; if 

| 9 
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it has come on us by the direction or permiſ- 
ſion of providence; and if our brethren in the 
eſtabliſhment influenced by an authority which 
they acknowledge, are diſpoſed to mourn over 
this evil, and pray for the removal of it; 
ſurely we who are equally with them involved 
in the cauſes of humiliation, ſhould be ready 
voluntarily to unite with them in devoutly 
committing our national concerns to the di- 
rection of heaven. | 

Were we indeed obliged in our aſſemblies 
to uſe the ſervice preſcribed by authority, 
ſome juſt reaſons might be urged for refuſal. 
But when we are at liberty as much as on other 
days, to uſe what petitions and exprefſions we 
pleaſe, and to conſult public good in the man- 
ner which we judge to be moſt ſcriptural and 
edifying, there is a decorum which we owe 
to our fellow-citizens, a reſpe& we ſhould be 
always ready to pay to the government which 
protects our liberties, and above all a pro- 
priety in forgetting little diſtinctions, when 
public good is the object, which fully vindi- 
cate us, and in the moſt entire conſiſtence with 
our principles as Diſſenters, in the obſervance 
of this day.* 


ec We muſt maintain that it is lawful for any number 
of chriſtians, with mutual con'ent, to ſet apart days of 
| thank 
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n. That natand humilationus of nouſe;, 
M it tbe mat accompanied witth 2 gamrall refor- 
mnatian of manners, Tomourn axer a; diſcaſe, 
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tions are an awful call on us to repent and 


turn to the Lord, leſt privileges long abuſed 


ſhould be at length taken away, and the threat- 
ning of an inſulted Saviour ſhould be fulfilled 
in Britain, as it long ſince has been in Epheſus, 
to the Chriſtians in which city it was originally 
addreſſed; Remember from whence thou art 


fallen, and repent, and do thy firſt works; or 
elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and will 


remove thy candleſtick out of his place, except 
thou repent*.” Happy would it be for our 
country, if one admirable precept of the 
Moſaic law were written on every Britiſh heart; 
«© When the hoſt goeth forth againſt thine 
enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing T. If perſonal, family, public refor- 


mation, be at any time more neceſſary than at 


another, it is in a time of war, and eſpecially 


after we have publicly and ſolemnly humbled 
ourſelves under the hand of God. While 
therefore we implore the pardon of our mani- 
fold tranſgreflions at the hand of a juſtly diſ- 


pleaſed God, let us all reſolve in the language 


andwith the ſpirit of the ancient Iſraelites, The 
LORD our God will we ſerve, and his voice 
will we obey}.” . 


It 
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It now remains that I ſuggeſt— 

III. A few encouragements to the duty of 
general humiliation, which has been explained 
and illuſtrated. 

Conſider the character of God. The lan- 
guage of the text unites with the ſtrongeſt 


teſtimony of the whole of revelation in aſſurin 
us, that he is gracious and merciful, flow 


to anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth 
him of the evil; ” that is, he is ready to avert 
calamities which fin had procured, from a pen- 
itent and reformed people. Behold, Chriſtians, 
the character of the great God, ſo amiable and 
benevolent, ſo ſuited to the neceſſities and de- 
fires of the indigent and the ſinful, behold it 
ſhining with refulgent luſtre from every part of 
the ſacred volume. Eſpecially, think with 
admiring gratitude, what an illuſtration it has 
received from the facts and diſcoveries of the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. That goſpel, replete 
with evidence, tells you, that God is love,” * 
and confirms the pleaſing, the intereſting de- 
claration, by appealing to the great deſign ac- 
compliſhed by the death of his own ſon.— 
« Herein is love, not that we loved God, 

E but 
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but that he loved us, and ſent his ſon to be 
the propitiation for our fins.” 

And will that great and bleſſed Being, to 
whoſe unparallelled love we are in debted for 
a Saviour, who gave his life a ranſom for 
many, * will he diſdain the cries of humble 
returning penitents? O no! he will not; he 
cannot; * he cannot deny himſelf.” And 
while he hath aſſured us, that he heareth 
prayer,” + he hath commanded us to . come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time | 
of needf.. * 

Confider again the moral tendency of hu- 
miliation. It is well adapted to impreſs the 
mind with a proper ſenſe of the evil of ſin, the 
neceſſity of holineſs, and the genuine excel- 
lence of practical piety. To enter with great 
ſeriouſneſs into the conſideration of our faults, 
is the moſt likely method of affecting our 
hearts with their various aggravations, and 
turning our purſuits from ſuch forbidden chan- 
nels. And he who can ruſh into fin; or who 
can remain inactive in the ways of religion, 
after he has ſolemnly implored pardoning and 
| ſancti- 
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ſanctifying grace at the footſtool of an heart - 
ſearching God, muſt be inſenſible to every ra- 
tional and generous motive, which eyer affected 
the human mind. | 

Confider alſo the teſtimony of faithful hiſ- 
tory, Where is the humble penitent, who was 
diſmiſſed without a bleſſing from the throne 
of grace? Where was ever the nation, riſing 
from depravity to virtue, that was not bleſſed 
with the ſmiles of providence? Let Iſrael in 
his eventful hiſtory, let Britain in her revoly- 
ing ages, ſtand as pillars inſcribed by the hand 
of God, not only with the certain connection 
between vice and ruin; between righteouſneſs 
and proſperity; but with the influence too, 
which humiliation, produced by calamity, has 
had firſt in reforming, and then in ſaving a 
guilty land, if | 

And now, with theſe encouragements to 
humiliation, prayer and repentance, ſurely we 
are authoriſed to apply the concluding words 
of the text to the engagements of this day: 
„Who knoweth, if” the God“ whoſe favor 
we have implored, and whoſe cauſe we have 
been pleading, will return and repent, and 
leave a blefling behind him?” It may be, 
that the devotions of this day will have ſome 
happy influence in reſtoring peace to our coun- 


try 
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try; a bleſſing, by every ſubject of the prince 
of peace,” * moſt devoutly to be-wiſhed. We 
have ſtill better ground to hope, that in ſome 
inſtances they may produce - repentance and 
reformation. But however it fare with our 
country, of this we may be ſure, that whoſo- 
ever confeſſes and forſakes fin, ſhall find mer- 
cy. 1 The mark of the divine favor is placed 
on all who ſigh and cry for the abominations 
done in the midſt of Britain. And ſhould their 
country be expoſed to peſtilence, famine, or 
ſword ; yea, ſhould their lives be ſacrificed in 
the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs; they have 
an intereſt in a better country, that is an 
heavenly.” } Amidſt the obſcurities of provi- 
dence, theafflictions of life, the calamities of na- 
tions, let this bleſſed hope be the anchor of 
our Guls. 0 We ſhall find it“ ſure and ſted- 
faſt.” And when * all theſe things ſhall be 
diſſolved, $ we ſhall be made poſſeſſors of 

* an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away, in a kingdom which 
cannot be moved,” ** bleſſed with the govern- 
ment and the grace of © Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame 
| yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 1 Amen! 
i g * : * Iſaiah ix. 6. Þ+ prod. XXViii. 13. 1 Heb. xi. 16, 4 
q Heb. vi. 19. 5 2 Peter iii. 2. || 1 Peter i, 4. 
-## Heb. xii, 28. ++ Heb. xiii. 8. 
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